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Good afternoon. My nameis Holly Binns, andI am the CleanAir & Energy Advocate for the Florida 

Public Interest ResearchGroup (Florida PIRG). Florida PIRG is a statewidepublic interest advocacy 

organizationthat focuseson environmental,consumerand democracyissues. Thank you for the 

opportunity to sharewith you our concernsregarding environmentalissuesaffectingthe health of 

Florida’s senior citizens. Today, I would like to addressthe grave problemof air pollution and its 

detrimentalimpactson senior citizen’s health. 


A growing percentageof the public is enteringtheir golden years. Today, more than 2.8 million Floridians 

are age65 and over, a numberthat is expectedto double by the year 2030, when more than 20 percentof 

the country’s population will be in this agebracket. 


We commendthe EPA for moving forward with rules that will significantly reducepollution from diesel 

truck andbus enginesand tiel, and encouragethe agencyto expandtheserules to include construction and 

farm equipmentaswell. However, we havegrave concernsabout White House andEPA actionsthat will 

weakencleanair rules for stationary sourcesand allow more harmful pollution to be emitted into our 

skies. Just as concerningis the Administration’s justification of thesechangesby using cost-benefit 

calculationsthat assumea senior citizen’s life is worth only 63% that of someoneyounger.’ 


Reducingair pollution, and particularly power-plant poliution, canimprove and extend senior citizens’ 

lives. This is becausesenior citizens are especiallyvulnerableto healthproblemscausedby air pollution. 

For the last two decades,heart disease,cancer,stroke and cardio-obstructivepulmonary diseasehavebeen 

the top four leading causesof deathfor personsage65 yearsandolder. Each of theseis exacerbatedby air 

pollution.2 For example,fine particulate air pollution canpassfrom the lungs into the bloodstream, 

affectingheart rate, causingarrhythmia and inflammation, and potentially increasingthe risk of deathfrom 

heart failure. Mercury, an air pollutant for which electric utilities are the largestunregulatedsource,has 

beenlinked to heart attacks.3 Lung canceralso appearsto be aggravatedby air pollution exposure.4In 


’ EPA, TechnicalAddendum:Methodologies for the Benefit Analysis of the 

Clear SkiesInitiative availableat http://www.epa.gov/air/clearskies/techaddenpdf 

2 Centersfor DiseaseControl andPrevention, National Centerfor Health Statistics,Trendsin Health and 

Aging, Trends in Causesof Death Among the Elderly, March-2001. 

3 Committeeon Toxicological Effects of Methylmercury, Toxicological Effectsof Methylmercury,, 

National AcademyPress2000. pp. 168-172(available at www.nan.edu). 
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addition, ratesof ischemicstroke deathsincreasewith increasedconcentrationsof air pollutants including 
nitrogen dioxide and ozone.’ In Florida, summerozone pollution causesan estimated12,600emergency 
room visits per year for COPD and other respiratory emergencies.6 

Illnessesand deathsrelatedto air pollution take a severeemotional and psychologicaltoll on seniorsand 
their loved ones. In addition, air pollution hasa large economictoll. Currently, approximatelyeleven 
percentof senior citizens’ total expendituresare on health care,comparedto about five percentfor other 
consumers.’ AI1told, heart disease,stroke and chronic lung diseases-conditions all madeworse by air 
pollution- cost Americansnearly $248 billion in direct medicalcostsin 2002, and resultedin another $49 
billion in lost productivity.8 Unfortunately, although summersmog“red alerts” warn the elderly to stay 
indoors, few policymakersare making the link betweencleanair, healthier seniors,and lower health-care 
costsfor everyone. 

Given the severehealth consequencesof air pollution for seniors,it is indefensiblethat the U.S. EPA is 
advancingpolicies that will result in increasedair pollution, and thus underminesenior citizens’ health. In 
Decemberof last year, the EPA publisheda set of both finalized and proposedchangesto the “New 
SourceReview” program. Under thesechanges,17,000facilities, including refineries,chemicalplants, 
pulp andpapermills, andpower plants, will be ableto increaseair emissionswithout installing control 
technologies. Among others,your colleagues,the stateand local air pollution control officials, criticize 
thesechanges,becausethey “will result in uncheckedemissionincreasesthat will degradeair quality and 
endangerpublic health.“’ Fourteen stateshave filed suit in an effort to stop the U.S. EPA from moving 
forward with thesechangesto the New SourceReview program. 

Further, thesechangeshavebeendenouncedby former administrator Carol Browner, who hassaid,“[tlhe 
current Administration’srecentannouncementof final and proposedchangesto the New SourceReview 
Programabandonsthe promiseof the CleanAir Act - steadyair quality improvements . Thereis no 
guarantee,and more importantly, no evidenceor disclosuredemonstratingthat the Administration’s 
announcedfInal or proposedchangeswill makethe air cleaner. In fact they will allow the air to become 
dirtier.“” 

In addition to regulatory changesto the CleanAir Act, we are also extremelyconcernedabout the Bush 
administration’s so-called“Clear Skies” legislation that would allow power plantsto emit more smog-and 
soot-forming pollution, aswell asmercury, over a longer period of time than permittedunder current law: 
11 

> 	 The Bush administration’s’air pollution plan allows more than twice asmuch SO2for nearly a 
decadelonger (2010-2018) comparedto faithful enforcementof the current CleanAir Act. After 
2018, SO2 emissionswill still be one and a half times higher than if current law is enforced; 

%ope, C.A., Burnett, R.T., Thun, M.J., Calle, E.E., Krewski, D., Ito, K., and Thurston, G.D. Lung Cancer, 
CardiopulmonaryMortality, andLong-term Exposure to Fine Particle Pollution, Journal of the American 
Medical Association, Vol. 287, No. 9, March 6, 2002. 
’ Hong, Y. C., Lee J.T., Him, H., Ha, E.H., Schwartz,J., and Christiani, D.C. Effects of Air Pollutants on 
Acute Stroke Mortality. Environ.Health Perspec.Vol 110,pp. 187-191,2002. 
6 Abt Associates.AdverseHealth Effects Associatedwith Ozone in the EasternUnited States.October 
1999. 
’ Administration on Aging, A Profile of Older Americans:2001. Health, Health Care,andDisability. 
Found at www.aoa,e;ov/aoa/STATS/profilel2OO1/12.html. 
’ Morbidity & Mortality: 2002 Chart Book on CardiovascularLung, andBlood Diseases,National 
Institutes of Health, National Heart, Lung, and Blood Institute, May 2002. 
9 STAPPA/ALAPCO PressReleaseon EPA’sNew SourceReview Reforms(November22,200Z) 
lo Testimony of Health, Education, Labor andPensionsSubcommitteeon public Health Hearing on 
“Staying Health: Human Health and Changesto the Cleanair Act” Tuesday,September3,2002. ’ 
” Comparisonof capsin Administration’s Clear Skiesproposal availableat www.epa.gov,with estimates 
of businessasusual CleanAir Act implementationasdescribedby EPA on September18,200l in a 
meetingwith the Edison Electric Institute. 
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9 	 The Bush administration’s air pollution plan allows more than one and a half times asmuchNOx 
for nearly a decadelonger (201O-2018), and onethird moreNOx evenafter 2018; 

9 	 In addition, the President’splan allows power plantsto emit five times asmuch mercury for a 
decadelonger (2010-2018), and three times as much after 2018, comparedto what could be 
emitted under current law, andunlimited levelsof carbon dioxide, the leadingcausesof global 
warming. 

We strongly urge the EPA to changecourse,andto insteadfocus its efforts on strengtheningair pollution 
protectionsfor seniorcitizens. We appreciatethe opportunity to shareour concernswith you today, and 
hopethat we canwork with you to ensurethat any changesto our cleanair laws include strong protections 
for Florida’s seniorcitizens. 


